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President’s Report  

What a Celebration!!!! 
It was great to see so many villagers, old and new, friends 
and visitors celebrating the last 150 years at Tumbulgum, 
formerly Tweed Junction, on the 12 November.   
 
The elements of the Tweed River Festival that were brought 
to Tumbulgum provided another dimension to our village 
event – the Sunday Service, additional tree planting at Bluey 
Hill Park, Thursday film night and Saturday family activities 
and lantern parade.  
 
I hope you had time to visit the Hall to view the display of 
historic photographs and catch some of the wonderful live 
entertainment.  The entertainment program had something 
for everyone and was made possible by our donors and 
community fundraising. Winners of our Giant Raffle appear 
on our website.  
  
An early afternoon storm on Saturday could not dampen the 
celebrations.  We have received overwhelmingly positive 
feedback about the day, which culminated with the Lantern 
parade led by the colourful fish decorated by our community 
and a very impressive Laser Light Show.  
 
At midday, six Councilors came together in Bluey Hill Park to 
unveil the monument recognising the site of the original 
settlement in the Tweed Valley.  The park is now a delightful 
spot at the junction of the Tweed and Rous Rivers following 
an initial clean-up and two community planting sessions 
under the supervision of Matthew Bloor, Project Officer 
Waterways, Tweed Council.  The restoration of the riverbank 
vegetation is a legacy we can leave the coming generations.  
We are aware that a Kayak trail is under consideration for the 
Rous River.  It would be great if a walking trail providing 
information about the original vegetation was part of the 
experience offered to those who come ashore at Bluey Hill 
Park. 
 
On behalf of the Tumbulgum Community Association I have 
written to convey our community’s appreciation of the 
support the Tweed Shire Council provided for our 150 Years 
Celebrations.   Particular thanks was extended to Jane 
Lofthouse, Unit co-ordinator Community and Natural 

Resources, Kerrie McConnell, Event Officer and the relevant 
council teams for their work leading up to and during the 
main event.  
 
Special recognition and thanks must go to our local 
volunteer project team led by Robert Budd for their 
tireless effort over many months together with other 
community members who helped in lead up activities and 
on the day.  
 
Please enjoy the images we have gathered from 150th 
celebration attendees on the last page of this Newsletter. 
 

Jenny Kidd 
President  

 

Tumbulgum and the 
countdown to midnight at the 

first supper between now and forever. 
 
If These Halls Could Talk is a multi-arts project 
celebrating regional halls and the role they play in our 
communities.  As part of this project, Opera Qld has 
been working with local participants on a performance 
inspired by stories told in our Hall earlier this year.    
 

There’s been an accident on the Tweed River. A 
collision. Someone has died and when that 
happens souls come to wait here on the bank to 
find out who will be taken into the afterlife. They’re 
waiting for the Ferryman to decide. The Tumbulgum 
Hall will be transformed into this other-worldly 
place; a place where souls meet and where the 
community comes together. And while souls meet 
this December they’ll be taken on a musical journey 
into the next world and into forever. 

 
Bring a plate to share, reminiscent of your favourite 
hall – drinks for sale on the night. 
Dates: 16th and 17th December  
Tickets // Adult $20 // Family $50 (2 Adult + 2 Children 
under 18) 
Book on line: http://ifthesehallscouldtalk.com.au/program 
or phone Phoebe at Arts Northern Rivers 02 6628 8120 
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Kenya Mentoring 

Program Film Night 
 
As part of the week-long Tweed River Festival program, a 
film featuring Tweed Councils mentoring activities in Kenya 
was shown in the Tumbulgum Hall on the evening of 
Thursday 10 November. It was inspiring to see how the 
program is leading to increased access to safe water and 
sanitation, improving community and environmental health 
for Kenyan families, and strengthening bonds of friendship 
with the Tweed community.  Attendees enjoyed cheese 
platters provided by the TCA during the evening. 

 

150 Years - Volunteers 
Appreciation Gathering 

 
A successful community event is built on the back of the 
efforts of volunteers. Tumbulgum’s 150 Celebrations on 12 
November would not have been such a success without 
the sterling efforts of the many volunteers. As a thank you 
from the TCA, 150th volunteers are invited to share their 
recollections of the event while peeling a prawn or two and 
enjoying a BBQ on the riverbank opposite Living Waters 
Church on Sunday 18 December from 5.30 PM. BYO 
drinks and remember to RSVP by 11 December. 

 
 

Did you take photos at our 
150th Celebration? 

 
We are in the process of gathering as complete a record 
as possible of our big celebration, with the intent of adding 
these to a TCA archive for future reference. 
 
We would love a copy of the images you captured on the 
day for our records. Please email images to: 
tumbulgum150photos@hotmail.com  or contact David Kidd 
on 0418 485 731 for other ways to provide images. 
 

 

Next TCA General Meeting 
7:15pm Tuesday 13 December 

 

Matthew Zenkteler, Strategic Planner from Tweed Shire 
Council will be attending with other council staff with 
experience in locality planning to discuss development of a 
Locality Plan for Tumbulgum.  He will be bringing a couple 
of recent locality plans prepared both within Tweed, and in 
other areas, that may be useful to go through as some of 
the ‘best practice’ examples to identify how Council could 
assist the community with this project and what other 
resources and capabilities may be needed to deliver a 

great outcome.  Check Hall notice board for venue. 

Defibrillator in Tumbulgum 

If you or your friends happen to find yourself in a medical 
emergency, you'll be pleased to know there is a defibrillator 
in Tumbulgum. It is easy to operate and can mean the 
difference between life and death.  It is located at 
Tumbulgum Tavern on the exterior wall, left side of the 
main entrance and is accessible 24hrs a day, 7 days a 
week. The defibrillator was purchased by the Tumbulgum 
Community Association.  

Thanks for your contributions 

Bruce Cloherty has resigned from the Committee and role 
of Hall Booking Officer. Your contribution over the years is 
appreciated Bruce - we wish you well as you enjoy a break 
from the regular demands of the Hall.   

Trish Budd, our 2016/7 vice president, has also resigned 
to take a well-deserved break.  Trish’s role included 
marketing and communication and was very demanding in 
the lead up to the 150 celebrations. Trish should also be 
commended for the high quality work she has done in the 
renewal of our website and newsletter.   

Rent Tumbulgum Hall for Events and 
Activities 

The Tumbulgum Hall is a great venue in which to hold your 
activity, party or function. This was clearly demonstrated 
during our recent 150th Birthday celebrations, when the 
Hall was host to a full range of activities and entertainment, 
rocking on till late!  To rent the hall  email: 
tumbulgumcommunityassociation@hotmail.com 

TCA aims to reduce paper use! 
Have you signed up yet?   
Receive TCA’s monthly newsletter in your inbox.  Email: 
tumbulgumcommunityassociation@hotmail.com  

 
Facebook Users: Do you have news or an event to 

promote to the Tumbulgum community?   Contact Donna 
Martin, admin Tumbulgum Community News & Events 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/tumbulgumcommunity/ 

 

TCA Website - a resource for members and 
visitors  
Looking for back issues of the TCA newsletter? Want to be 
kept in the loop with TCA activities? Check us out at: 
https://tumbulgum.wordpress.com/ 

 
Send your own great image of life in Tumbulgum with 
caption for consideration for use in our Newsletter Header 
to tumbulgumcommunityassociation@hotmail.com  
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