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Settlement on the Tweed.
(BY OUR TRAVELLING REPORTER.)

No. III.


Tumbulgum will some day be an important place. Its position at the junction of the two 
arms of the Tweed, nearly midway between Cudgen and Murwillumbah, makes its exten-
sion only a matter of time. Already the Commercial Bank has deemed it politic to be repre-
sented, a branch under the management of Mr. Budd having recently been opened on 
premises adjoining Messrs. Smith and Brett’s Hotel.  

Then there is a carpenter's establishment, a new dispensary, and other business places I 
hear are shortly to be erected on allotments for which a high price has recently been giv-
en. A site for a Government wharf was marked out some time since, but so far down the 
river and at such a distance from the centre of the town ship as to be of little use to the 
majority of the residents. The departmental reason given for selecting 
such a site is the depth of the water at that point ; but several of the townspeople argue 
that there is sufficient water nearer the punt for any vessel that can cross the sand flats, or 
in fact navigate the Tweed.  

Representations to that effect have been made to the department, and the 
matter should be fully looked into by the latter before the work is commenced. 

A road runs along either bank of the river from Tumbulgum to Murwillumbah which is dis-
tant about seven miles. The bulk of the settlement lies in this direction, but there is also a 
large extent of country selected in the opposite 
direction, between- Tumbulgum and the Heads. The Terranora River, the Broadwater, the 
Billumbil, and Cobbaki creeks have homesteads dotting their banks in every direction; and 
even right back to Piccobeen Creek at the 
Queensland border, the scrub land have been nearly all occupied. 

Crossing the point from South Tumbulgum, the road to the Heads passes Mr. Collins' ho-
tel, and continues along a flat for a mile or two. Here are Mr Skinner's plantation and Mr. 
C. Brady's silkworm farm.  

Mr. H. Skinner, sen., who is the proud father of 20 children, has been a resident here for 
14 years, and works 140 acres, 25 of which are under cane. During the past seven sea-
sons he has crushed his own cane, but finding it did not pay, he 
ceased working this season. Most small mills like his, of the capacity of half a ton per day, 
or thereabouts, and on the open pan system, will not turn out sugar of each quality as, 
those with the vacuum pan. Recognising this 
after a fair trial, Mr. Skinner sold all his cane this season to Messrs. Pringle, Shankey, and 
Hilla, of the Abbotsford Mill. Nearly the whole of the crop was grown on the river bank, the 
annual cane averaging 20 tons, and the two 
year-old cane about 35 tons per acre, the average through out the district being, perhaps, 
40 tons per acre.  



As illustrating the difficulties under which planters labour at times, Mr. Skinner informed me 
that a few seasons back he sent 13 tons of sugar by the Vale to Sydney, and that for 10 
weeks the vessel lay inside the Heads, unable through rough weather to cross the bar. 

' Antony,' the farm of Mr. Charles Brady, and he homestead, is situated on a pretty hill, and 
an air of neatness pervades the whole of the surroundings. On the slope of the hill mulber-
ry-trees, bananas, orange, apple, and other varieties of fruit-trees grow in profusion, the 
former being by far the more numerous, and the total area being between 12 and 15 
acres. Some excellent pineapples are grown, and a small vineyard has lately been farmed.  

Mr. Brady is certainly carrying out great improvements on his farm in the way of fruit cul-
ture. His homestead block comprise of100 acres, and he has other lands elsewhere in the 
district. 

A small extent of cane this season will be enlarged up to 20 acres for next year ; but ac-
cording to Mr. Brady statement it is by silkworms that he makes his living and is enabled, 
to improve his ground.  

I found him, however, extremely reticent with regard to the financial side of the industry, 
and also concerning the quantity of eggs produced, for it is these, and not silk, that bring in 
the returns. Mr. Brady says he has offered to give instructions in silkworm breeding, which 
he asserts pays well, but people appear to be indifferent and have no faith in the industry.  

He views the world, therefore, or at least the little world around him, from a cynical stand-
point, works in his own particular groove, and seems quite satisfied that tilings should go 
on as they are.  

From a somewhat desultory conversation with him, I learned that he has had 20 years ex-
perience in the silk industry ; that the worms are the result of peculiar treatment, and new 
food grown on virgin soil ;the mulberry trees being treated in a peculiar manner ; that he 
arranges for three rearing seasons — early spring, summer, and autumn; that the worms 
are all of the annual description ; that he started originally with silkworms from Europe, In-
dia, Turkestan, and Algiers, and by careful breeding he has now become possessed of a 
strong healthy lot of what may be termed pure Australian worms.  

The building in which, these are kept has canvas sides and iron roof. Three rows of zinc 
platforms, one above the other, and a foot or 18 inches apart, are suspended by chains 
from the tie beams. Wooden trays 2 feet square, resting on the platforms, contain the 
worms, which are fed here six times a day.  

The feeding process is rather peculiar, the mulberry leaves being thrown on white cord 
netting, which rests on a bed of half-eaten leaves. Through the 
netting the silkworms crawl, and devour eagerly the supply of fresh food, which on each 
occasion amounts to 25 or 30 bushels of leaves per day. As the worms expend their sub-
stance in making the cocoon, they gradually fall into a chrysalis state, in which they remain 
from l4 to 20days.  

Then the moth comes forth, and from this the eggs are obtained, both male and female 
moth dying before the eggs are hatched. The latter is done by artificial means (a con-
trivance invented by Mr. Brady), steam or hot and cold water being used. The silkworm is 
the result of the hatching process, which generally takes from four to five months.  



There being no demand in Australia for silkworm eggs, Mr. Brady sends them to European 
markets, where he states he invariably obtains a good price. At any rate, his concluding: 
remark to me was, ' I employ most of the year five or six hands, and all you see around 
has been made on silkworms. 

Such is an unvarnished account of what I saw and was told at this sericulture farm. The 
industry is one almost unknown in New South Wales, or, for the matter of that, in Australia 
but, if it succeeds here, why not elsewhere. 

Some years since I visited and reported on with a great degree of interest the silkworm 
farm at Corowa of the late Mrs. Bladen Neill. This lady was an enthusiast on the subject of 
sericulture, but for many reasons could not make the industry a success, not withstanding 
that she had visited all the leading places in Europe where sericulture stood preeminent as 
a payable industry.  

Of course there is a difference in the method pursued by Mrs. Neill and Mr. 
Brady, in as much as the former attempted silk manufacture while the latter disposes of the 
silkworm eggs without troubling himself about the production of the raw material. 

Notwithstanding Mrs. Bladen Neill's unbounded energy and confidence that the industry 
would ultimately prove a success— the high esteem in which she was held, and the large 
circle of acquaintances she possessed among the wealthy landowners on the Murray — 
no one cared to emulate her example with regard to sericulture, and it is extremely doubt-
ful if Mr. Brady does not find himself in a minority of one on the Tweed.


