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Tweed River
[From A Correspondent]

A little news from this border river may interest your readers, and I purpose to drop you a few items 
that may prove interesting. We are not so bereft of steam communication as we used to be. The 
Arakoon, from Brisbane, and the Sydney schooners have been more regular in their trips for the 
last two years.

The cedar trade is not done yet, but we are all excited over the future prospects of the sugar trade. 
The Abbotsford sugar-mill, belonging to Messrs. Pringle, Shankie, and Byrne, and lately rented to 
Mr. Kent, has changed hands to the Sydney Sugar Company, who without a doubt will make it a 
paying concern.  The fact of the sugar-mill being in the hands of inexperienced men darkened the 
prospects of us poor farmers not a little, but sunshine has burst in upon the two sparkling arms of 
theTweed again, and everybody says our prosperity is now assured. 

The Sydney Sugar Company have stepped in to the Tweed and monopolised the whole river, they 
having purchased nearly all the best sugar growing land from the farmers, and from Gray and Bray, 
for the sum of £20,000. This licks you in Queensland for enterprise and progression. I sincerely 
hope the " spec" will turn out well for the company, and I believe it will.

I hear they will run a steamer to Sydney, and Queensland wants to enjoy a little of our trade, the 
sooner they complete the Logan, Nerang, and Tweed River railway the better. Some of our settlers 
are walking gentlemen now, and money is as plentiful as on a gold-field.  One man particular, at 
Cudgen, says he won't take £100 an acre for his land. You see some people will open their mouths 
wide enough in land jobbing.

Mr. Garrick, the Custom house officer, will have enough to do bye and bye with exports and 
imports.  Mr. M'Gregor, the pilot, has got a well earned leave of absence.  He has stuck to his post 
on the Tweed without a holiday for a long period. You may see him up your way, and I hope he will 
return thoroughly recruited in health and spirits.

Our old Arakoon skipper, Clifford, has left the steamer, and Griffin will be her future captain. We are 
quite accustomed to the visit of the Arakoon, and I trust the proposed Sydney streamer will not 
drive her off the line.

New South Wales Government at last are realising the great importance of the district, as we have 
now got a respectable court-house and a local man for Police Magistrate. Inquiries are also made
into our local wants and abuses, for they have been many of late.  Land is not to be had now - 
what a change from a few years ago, when corn was allowed to rot in the barn, the arrowroot to rot 
in the field, and when you had to cross the Macpherson Ranges to get a small bag of flour! 

Next season will be the greatest the Tweed has ever seen, and the whole riverside, above flood 
level, will be planted with sugarcane by the enterprising Sugar Refining Company
Our schools are doing good service; but we are badly off for churches. 


